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The lien of any taxing unit made a party defendant in any
foreclosure action shall be alleged in an answer filed by the taxing

unit, and the tax collector of each answering unit shall, prior to

judgment ordering sale, file a certificate of subsequent taxes similar to

that filed by the tax collector of the plaintiff unit, and the taxes of each
answering unit shall be of equal dignity with the taxes of the plaintiff

unit. Any answering unit may, in case of payment of the plaintiff

unit's taxes, continue the foreclosure action until all taxes due to it

have been paid, and it shall not be necessary for any answering unit

to file a separate foreclosure action or to proceed under G.S. 105-375
with respect to any such taxes.

If a taxing unit properly served as a party defendant in a

foreclosure action fails to answer and file the certificate provided for

in the preceding paragraph, all of its taxes shall be barred by the

judgment of sale except to the extent that the purchase price at the

foreclosure sale (after payment of costs and of the liens of all taxing

units whose liens are properly alleged by complaint or answer and
certificates) may be sufficient to pay such taxes. However, if a
defendant taxing unit is plaintiff in another foreclosure action pending
against the same property, or if it has begun a proceeding under G.S.
105-375, its answer may allege that fact in lieu of alleging its liens,

and the court, in its discretion, may order consolidation of such
actions or such other disposition thereof (and such disposition of the

costs therein) as it may deem advisable. Any such order may be made
by the clerk of the superior court court, subject to appeal in the same
manner as appeals are taken from other orders of the clerk, as

provided in G.S. 1-301.1. " .v & , ,,;

~
Section 15. G.S. 105-374(k) reads as rewritten: :.,

"(k) Judgment of Sale. — Any judgment in favor of the plaintiff or

any defendant taxing unit in an action brought under this section shall

order the sale of the real property or so much thereof as much as may
be necessary for the satisfaction ©fc of all of the following:

:. (1) Taxes adjudged to be liens in favor of the plaintiff (other

than taxes the amount of which has not been definitely

determined) together with penalties, interest, and costs

thereon; and thereon

.

, (2) Taxes adjudged to be liens in favor of other taxing units

(other than taxes the amount of which has not yet been

-y definitely determined) if those taxes have been alleged in

answers filed by the other taxing units, together with

penalties, interest, and costs thereon.

The judgment shall appoint a commissioner to conduct the sale and
shall order that the property be sold in fee simple, free and clear of all

interests, rights, claims, and liens whatever except that the sale shall

be subject to taxes the amount of which cannot be definitely

determined at the time of the judgment, taxes and special assessments

of taxing units which are not parties to the action, and, in the

discretion of the court, taxes alleged in other tax foreclosure actions or

proceedings pending against the same real property.
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